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Evangelism & Other Religions Introduction 4/30/23

INTRODUCTION

> Recommended resources:

The Bible!

Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God, J.1. Packer

Evangelism, J. Mack Stiles

Evangelism: How to Share the Gospel Faithfully, The Master’s Seminary
A Faith Worth Sharing, C. John Miller
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1. Evangelism defined

> The meaning of the Greek word: “evangelism,” taken from the Greek word,
“gospel,” or, “good news.”

“Good-newsing”

» J. Mack Stiles:
“Evangelism is teaching the gospel with the aim to persuade.”
“Evangelism is teaching (heralding, proclaiming, preaching) the gospel (the
message from God that leads us to salvation) with the aim (hope, desire, goal) to
persuade (convince, convert).”

> Evangelism goes beyond:

o sharing my testimony
o describing the gospel

> Evangelism aims to persuade

Acts 26:27-29 “King Agrippa, do you believe the Prophets? I know that you do.”
28 Agrippa replied to Paul, “In a short time you will persuade me to become a
Christian.” 29 And Paul said, “I would wish to God, that whether in a short or
long time, not only you, but also all who hear me this day, might become such as
I am, except for these chains.”
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2. The content of evangelism

God: who He is

Man: who we are

Sin: the damage and need for the gospel
Christ: who He is and what He has done
Response: repentance & faith

Joy: forgiveness, reconciliation, change, heaven

o a0 o

3. The why of evangelism

a. The sovereign choice of the Father in eternity past

John 6:37-39 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who
comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 3 For I have come down from
heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 3 This is the
will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but
raise it up on the last day.”

» The Father has chosen a people before creation. And evangelism is God’s
ordained means by which His beloved elect come to faith.

How do we know that?

Ephesians 1:3-6 (the Father’s decree)

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as
He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and blameless before Him. In love > He predestined us to adoption as
sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of
His will, ¢ to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved.”

Ephesians 1:13-14 (the elect hear the Gospel and believe)

“In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of
your salvation —having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the
Holy Spirit of promise, 1* who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with
a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His

glory.”
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b. The redemption of Christ
Because Christ has purchased a people for Himself, His Body and Bride:

Revelation 5:9 “And they *sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to
take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for
God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and
nation.”

Patrick Johnstone: “All the earth-shaking awesome forces unleashed on
the world are released by the Lord Jesus Christ. He reigns today. He is in
the control room of the universe. He is the only Ultimate Cause; all the
sins of man and machinations of Satan ultimately have to enhance the
glory and kingdom of our Saviour. This is true of our world today —in
wars, famines, earthquakes, or the evil that apparently has the
ascendancy. All God’s actions are just and loving. We have become too
enemy-conscious, and can over-do the spiritual warfare aspect of
intercession. We need to be more God-conscious, so that we can laugh the
laugh of faith... He [Satan] has already lost control because of Calvary
where the Lamb was slain. What confidence and rest of heart this gives us
as we face a world in turmoil and such spiritual need.”

c. Christ deserves worship

John Piper: “Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is.
Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions,
because God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over and the countless
millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions
will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever.

Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal of missions. It’s the goal of missions
because in missions we simply aim to bring the nations into the white-hot
enjoyment of God’s glory. The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples
in the greatness of God. “The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many
coastlands be glad!” (Ps. 97:1). “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the
peoples praise you! Let the nations be glad and sing for joy” (Ps. 67:3-4).”

d. The command
Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 1° Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
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and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Matthew 10:32-33 “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will
also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies
Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.”

e. Love for the lost

» A great humanitarian love

> The only way to be rescued from the eternal wrath of God

John 3:36 He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not
obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

Revelation 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat
upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place
was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small,
standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was
opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things
which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea
gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead
which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to
their deeds. 1 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This
is the second death, the lake of fire. 1> And if anyone’s name was not found
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

> A heart for the lost

Jeremiah 8:18-21 My sorrow is beyond healing, My heart is faint within me!
19 Behold, listen! The cry of the daughter of my people from a distant land:
“Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not within her?” “Why have they
provoked Me with their graven images, with foreign idols?” 20 “Harvest is
past, summer is ended, And we are not saved.” 2! For the brokenness of the
daughter of my people I am broken; I mourn, dismay has taken hold of me.

Luke 13:34-35 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and
stones those sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children
together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would
not have it! 35 “Behold, your house is left to you desolate; and I say to you,
you will not see Me until the time comes when you say, ‘BLESSED IS HE WHO
COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!" ”
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Romans 9:1-3 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience
testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and
unceasing grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed,

separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to
the flesh,

f. The glory of Christ

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God.

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at
home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds
in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Romans 11:36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To
Him be the glory forever. Amen.

> John Stott: “The highest of missionary motives is neither obedience to the
Great Com- mission (important as that is), nor love for sinners who are
alienated and perishing (strong as that incentive is, especially when we
contemplate the wrath of God . . .), but rather zeal — burning and passionate
zeal —for the glory of Jesus Christ. . . . Only one imperialism is Christian . . .
and that is concern for His Imperial Majesty Jesus Christ, and for the glory
of his empire.”
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