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Introduction:

All Christians are given the immense privilege and mission of making disciples. For parents, that includes children.

Matthew 28:18-20 “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’” 

1. Cautions When Evangelizing Children

1) Oversimplifying and Diluting the Gospel

· Since a child’s comprehension ability is developing, it is possible for parents to lean towards oversimplifying the gospel.

· Motivated by love, a parent is searching for ways to speak the good news of Christ crucified for sin so that their child may be saved.

· Pre-packaged, but diluted, gospel presentations may seem handy for quickly giving the good news, but harm can come about.

· For regeneration to occur, the biblical gospel message must be comprehended and embraced. Parents are to teach thoroughly (Deut. 6:6-7).

· Therefore, parents must not compromise thoroughness and accuracy when explaining the gospel. Details should be explained: God as Creator, our Judge, God as holy, sin (disobedience and rebellion against God), God’s wrath against sin, the deity of Christ, the perfect obedience of Christ, the substitute death of Christ for our sin, resurrection, repentance, the new heart, and the lordship of Christ.

· Parents will need to find various ways to explain these rich truths in a way that kids can comprehend. This requires parents to be all-the-more acquainted with gospel truths. 

· “Oversimplification is a greater danger than giving too much detail. It is truth—found in God’s word—that saves, but that truth must be understood.” (GCC Elders)

2) Coercing Children to Profess Faith

· Salvation is a supernatural gift by the regeneration work of the Holy Spirit (Ezek. 37:1-10, John 3:3-8).

· We can no more coerce regeneration than we can the wind (cf. John 3:8).

· Coercing external responses to the gospel (e.g. “just repeat after me and pray this prayer,” “ask Jesus into your heart,” “walk forward,” “raise your hand if you want to go to heaven”) should be avoided.

· Most children will want to respond positively to “going to heaven,” follow Jesus, and become a Christian.

· “On the one hand, there’s the danger of leading children to think they are saved when they are not. On the other, there’s the risk of discouraging children who express a genuine desire to follow Christ.” (GCC Elders)

· Biblical pressure can be used when communicating the need to repent. This is not synonymous with coercing presumptuous external responses. 

· Instead of coercing external response, parents ought to accurately and lovingly explain the gospel often, pray, and patiently trust the Lord to do the work of regeneration. “Salvation is from the Lord” (Jonah 2:9).

3) Giving Premature Assurance of Salvation

· Jesus cautioned that many will be present in the judgment who presumed they were regenerate, but were not (Matt. 7:21-23).

· Therefore, parents ought to give assurance of salvation cautiously, based solely on biblical evidences.

· Children may demonstrate enthusiastic, external responses to the gospel for reasons unrelated (e.g. pressure from friends, desire to please parents) to those of true conversion (e.g. deep awareness of personal sinfulness before God, deserving of God’s wrath).

· Things that are not automatic assurance of salvation:

· A profession of faith in Christ, an initial joyful response to the word of God (Matt. 13:20-21), listening to Bible teaching (Matt. 13:20-21), Bible knowledge, ability to repeat Christian things, external morality.

· Evidences of regeneration:
· #1 – The fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).

· #2 – A deep sense of, and sorrow over, one’s sinfulness before God (Isa. 66:1-2, Matt. 5:3-4, Rom. 8:13-14). 

· #3 – Fruit includes continued obedience to God’s word from the heart (John 14:15, 1 John 2:3–4).

· #4 – A sincere trust in Christ and his finished work on the cross alone for acceptance with God (Rom. 10:4, Gal. 1:8-9, 2:16).

· #5 – A love for Christ and his word (Ps. 119:97, 1 Cor. 16:22).

· Children, like anyone, need time to test their beliefs and convictions in the heat and circumstances of life. It is during this time that those who appeared regenerate will fall away, proving never to have been converted (Matt. 13:20-23).

· Enduring fruit is the demonstration of the regenerate life (Matt. 13:23). 

· Ultimately, it is not the role of parents, but the Holy Spirit, to give the individual assurance of regeneration (Rom. 8:15-16).

· Children should be encouraged when they demonstrate a love for Christ, Scripture, the church, and obedience, while lovingly encouraging their children to keep trusting Christ, learning about him, growing, bearing fruit. 

4) Rushing Baptism

· Understandably, parents can rush baptism immediately following a child’s profession of faith and expression of desire for the things of Christ. 

· Though Scripture commands baptism (Matt. 28:19, Acts 2:38), baptism should not be rushed with kids. 

· Children need time to demonstrate saving faith through the normal battles of life and maturation. 

· Baptism may do the child a disservice if done presumptuously, for example, when the child cannot articulate a thorough gospel and demonstrate time of enduring fruit.

2. Considerations When Evangelizing Children 

1) Setting an Example of Personal Holiness

· “When parents are faithful not only to proclaim, but also to live out the gospel, the impact is profound.” (GCC Elders)

2) Frequently Speaking about the Gospel of Christ

· “The wise parent will be faithful, patient, and persistent, being careful to look at every moment of the child’s life as a teaching opportunity.” (GCC Elders)

3) Comprehend the Biblical Evidences of Conversion

· See above, #3.

1. Encouraging Potential Evidences of Conversion

· “Even if parents conclude it’s too early to regard their child’s interest in Christ as mature faith, they must not deride a profession of faith as false, for it may be the seed from which mature faith will later emerge.” (GCC Elders)

2. Trust in the Sovereignty of God

· “The salvation of children, then, cannot be produced by the faithfulness or diligence of parents, but only by the sovereign work of God Himself.” (GCC Elders)
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