


Parenting Refresher    Lesson 2: Training & Discipline      5/18/21


· God’s will for children 

· (a general descriptor of children: “gifts of God who are dependents within a household who have not transitioned into the age of typical independence”)

· The question, “What is God’s will and plan for children?”, is given in Ephesians 6:1-3.


Ephesians 6:1-3 provides two priorities for a child’s relationship with his parents: 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise), 3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH” (Eph. 6:1-3).


1) Priority #1: Obedient Action in Response to a Parent’s God-given Authority 

a. The command: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord” (cf. Col. 3:20 “Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.”). 

“Obedience” = “listening with a view to submission” 

b. The reason for obedience: “for this is right” (cf. Col. 3:20 “for this is well-pleasing in His sight”). 

Obedience is “right” in the sight of God. This is sufficient enough reason; God’s absolute view that it is righteous and good. This is the ultimate answer to, “Why should I?”

Disobedience is condemned by God: 

· Rom. 1:30 “disobedient to parents” – disobedience is a mark of man’s moral depravity 

· 2 Tim. 3:2 disobedient children are a sign of the catastrophic evil of the “last days” 

c. Therefore:

· We must train our children to obey because of God’s command.

· We need not pre-empt command with a description of the command or an exhortation to obey.

· The first time that you speak a command, they must obey. Whether they are 4, 8, 12, or 17, God’s top priority for our children is simple:

It is not to be an A student, star athlete, most fashionable teen, or stunning singer (those some of these things are OK). God’s single priority and expressed will: 

They obey immediately, from a glad heart.

John Calvin: “Obedience is the evidence of that honour which children owe to their parents.”

d. Things to avoid in light of Ephesians 6:1

· Avoid an early warning system or countdown method: “I’m gonna count to three! One, two, three…” 

This trains children to disobey until the parent begins the countdown, or other, method of warning. Children are trained to think that obedience only matters if a warning or caution is given.

· Avoid repeating a command multiple times: “Come to Mommy. Come to Mommy, I said come to Mommy NOW!”

Repeating commands trains children to disobey. They are conditioned to think that obedience is only important if the parent raises their voice, repeats themselves, or other exclamatory expressions.

· Avoid giving a command followed by seeking your child’s approval. For example, “Let’s stop hitting your sibling, is that OK?” Replace “… OK?” with, “Do you hear or understand Mommy?” 

Scripture does not teach that a parent is to seek permission to ask the child to obey. Instead, Scripture commands children to obey.

2) Priority #2: Honoring Attitude in Response to a Parent’s God-given Authority 

a. Command: “Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise)” (Eph. 6:2). 

“Honor” = a loving, respect that holds a parent’s delegated authority in high regard. Honor has to do with both an inward and outward demeanor. 

b. Outward manifestations of the inward attitude of honor include:

· Eye contact with you and other adults/authority figures
· Respectful words choices and tone of voice
· Honoring facial expression/body language 
· Attentive listening 
· Soft-hearted submission and compliance 
· Tender relinquishing of their desires 

c. Summary definition of an obedience that honors: 

· “Obedience is doing what you are asked without challenge, delay or excuse” (Tedd Tripp, Shepherding a Child’s Heart) 

· “All the way, right away, with a happy heart” (Ginger Hubbard).

d. Reason that children have the role of parent-honoring obedience: “so that it may be well with you and that you may live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:3).

Paul quotes Exod. 20:12 and Deut. 5:16 as a summary of the rewards, benefits, and protection of obedience. This is not a law of longevity. Rather, it is similar to a Proverb; a general observation about what often occurs in life. Nor does it mean that all childhood sickness or death is the result of sin. Contrast Prov. 30:17.

3. Ephesians 6:4 Provides Two Priorities in a Father’s Relationship to His Children 

· These priorities pertain to mothers as well. The idea is that the father is to lead in these priorities, setting the example.

1) Priority #1: Avoid Sinful Provocation and Discouragement of Your Children 

“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger” (Eph. 6:4) (cf. Col. 3:21 “do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.”) 

25 Ways to Provoke Your Children to Anger[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Lou Priolo, The Heart of Anger, pp. 30-51.] 


1. Lack of marital harmony
2. Establishing a child-centered home 
3. Modeling sinful anger 
4. Consistently disciplining in anger 
5. Scolding 
6. Being inconsistent with discipline 
7. Having double standards 
8. Being legalistic 
9. Not admitting when you have sinned
10. Constantly finding fault 
11. Reversing the God-given husband and wife roles 
12. Not listening to the child’s opinion or side of the story 
13. Comparing them to others 
14. Not having time to talk 
15. Not encouraging the child 
16. Failing to keep promises 
17. Correcting him/her in front of others 
18. Giving too much freedom 
19. Not giving enough freedom 
20. Making fun of the child 
21. Abusing them physically 
22. Calling them names 
23. Having unrealistic expectations 
24. Practicing favoritism
25. Child training with worldly methodologies inconsistent with God’s word 


2) Priority #2: Pursue Tender Nurture of Your Children 

“But bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).

· “Bring them up” literally means “to feed or nourish” (cf. Eph. 5:29)

It has the idea of, “to care for,” “develop with painstaking care,” “to bring to maturity.”

· Fathers: This is not strictly a feminine trait.

· Children must see some of the gentleness, compassion, and care of Christ in their fathers and mothers.  

· Fathers are to love their children as themselves (Matt. 22:39).

Some Ways Dads Can Love their Kids:

1) Pray for and with them
2) Read Scripture to and with them
3) Gently and patiently discuss Scripture with them
4) Read good books to and with them
5) Share meals with them
6) Singing good hymns to and with them
7) Playing with them in a way that serves them
8) Enthusiastic interest in what they are interested in
9) Giving them uninterrupted, full attention
10) Provide physically for them
11) Finding ways to sincerely talk about God and biblical truths in daily life and creation
12) Enjoying God’s creation with them
13) Spontaneous surprises (e.g. presents, outings)
14) Sincerely speaking the good news of Christ crucified to them
15) Discipline them biblically
16) Be present for events significant to them
17) Confessing sin and asking forgiveness
18) Telling them things like, “I’m glad God gave you to me as a present,” “I’m glad you are my son/daughter,” etc.
19) Expressing affection
20) Love their mom
21) Working hard on our own personal godliness
22) Taking them to church consistently
23) Being excited about church with them
24) Teach them life skills

· Fathers are to create a constant atmosphere of love and care for the child in the home so that when discipline must occur, he/she understands that it is conducted in that loving context. 

· When fathers violate the standard of love, the child’s forgiveness must be quickly and biblically sought. This will swiftly restore that atmosphere of care. 

· We can be certain that, despite other battles, an adult who thinks to himself, “My dad often confessed his sin and requested my forgiveness,” will not look back with legitimate resentment upon his father. 

a. Discipline 

“But bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).

· The Greek word translated “discipline”: 

“the upbringing and handling of the child which is growing up to maturity and which thus needs direction, teaching, instruction and a certain measure of compulsion in the form of discipline or even chastisement” (TDNT, 5:596).

includes training by various means: instruction, rules, modeling, rewards. 

1. Discipline Includes Proactive Teaching in Life Skills:

· Waiting/Self-control 
· Eating/manners 
· Naps and bedtime 
· Communication (speaking vs. screaming, polite words) 
· Helping with chores 
· Inside/outside behaviors (running vs. walking) 
· Caring for others property (training in constructive vs. destructive behaviors)
· Sharing and self-control
· Preferring others (Prayer for other’s needs) 
· Repeating an event following the rod 

2. Discipline Includes Correction and Chastisement 

“But bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).

Tragic examples of failure to train children (see Lesson 1): 

Eli 1 Sam 3:13 
David 1 Kings 1:5-6 

Encouraging examples of diligence to train children: 

Lois & Eunice: 2 Tim 1:5; 3:14-15 
Asaph Psalm 78:1-8 
Godly Elders in the church 1 Tim. 3:4

Discipline and the Rod


1. Introduction:

Controversy over the rod often boils down to a trust in God and his word. 

Do we trust God that he loves us, as we consider the difficult of the rod? Do we trust God that he knows what children need? Do we trust our own wisdom or God’s?

2. The Parent’s Responsibility to Train Children in Obedience

1. Biblical Support 

Deuteronomy 6:7 You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 

Proverbs 1:8 Hear, my son, your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching 

Proverbs 13:24 He who withholds his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him diligently. 

Proverbs 19:18 Discipline your son while there is hope, and do not desire his death. 

Ephesians 6:1-2 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother (this is the first commandment with a promise)
Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

· Reminder: “Obedience is doing what you are asked without challenge, delay or excuse” (Tedd Tripp, Shepherding a Child’s Heart) 


2. Support from the Family of Faith

· Todd Murray: “Children belong to God. Parents are entrusted with children. Biblical discipline is one responsibility delegated by God.” 

· J.C. Ryle: “Parents, do you wish to see your children happy? Take care, then, that you train them to obey when they are spoken to, —to do as they are bid. Believe me, we are not made for entire independence, —we are not fit for it. Even Christ’s freemen have a yoke to wear, they ‘serve the Lord Christ’ (Col. 3: 24). Children cannot learn too soon that this is a world in which we are not all intended to rule, and that we are never in our right place until we know how to obey our betters. Teach them to obey while young, or else they will be fretting against God all their lives long, and wear themselves out with the vain idea of being independent of His control.”

“It ought to be a mark of well-trained children, that they do whatsoever their parents command them. Where, indeed, is the honour which the fifth commandment enjoins, if fathers and mothers are not obeyed cheerfully, willingly, at once?”

· Charles Spurgeon: “Soft-hearted mothers rear soft-headed children; they hurt them for life because they are afraid of hurting them when they are young.”  [PP110]

· Thomas Fuller: “As for those parents who will not use the rod upon their children, I pray God He useth not their children as a rod for them.”

· Joel Beeke & Mark Jones: “Of all callings, parenting is one of the most demanding. The Christian parent is called to lead little ones to God, yet he struggles with their natural rebellion against the things of God…Not only does the parent face the sinfulness of his children, but he must also obey his calling in the face of his own sinfulness. He must expect from his children the very things he is struggling to give himself, and he must discipline them for disobedience in the very areas in which he continues to struggle. This makes him feel like a hypocrite, nags his conscience, and weighs heavily on him every time he has to correct his children. There is no excuse for his sin, but overlooking their sin just because he is struggling too only encourages their sin. He must discipline them.” (A Puritan Theology, pp. 957-8)

· Thomas Watson: “Correction is a hedge of thorns to stop children in their full career to hell.” (Godly Man’s Picture, p. 157)

· John Piper: “If parents reward a child for whining and give in to the manipulation of a child’s moodiness, then that child will be trained that a good pout will get pity. And thirty years later, the mastery of his moods will be twice as hard.” (Future Grace, p. 302)

· J.C. Ryle: “Self-will is almost the first things that appears in a child’s mind; and it must be your first step to resist it.”

“A parent always yielding, and a child always having its own way, are a most painful sight; painful, because I see God’s appointed order of things inverted…; painful, because I feel sure the consequence to that child’s character in the end will be self-will, pride, and self-conceit. You must not wonder that men refuse to obey their Father which is in heaven, if you allow them, when children, to disobey their father who is upon earth.”
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3. The Instrument of Discipline: the Rod

1. What is the rod?

· The Hebrew word  שֵׁבֶט

Appearing about nine times in Proverbs (NASB), the Hebrew word was used to describe an instrument for beating cumin (Isa. 28:27), a weapon (2 Sam. 23:21), and as a shepherd’s implement either to muster or count sheep (Lev. 27:32; Ezek. 20:37), or to protect them (Ps. 23:4; Mic. 7:14).” (Dan Phillips, God’s Wisdom in Proverbs, p. 274).

The rod was also used as an instrument for either remedial or penal punishment. As a corrective instrument it was used for a slave (Exod. 21:20), a fool (Prov. 10:13, 26:3), and a son (Prov. 13:24, 22:15, 23:143-14, 29:15). (Bruce Waltke, Theological Workbook of the Old Testament, 2:897).

· The child’s discipline

Tedd Tripp: “The rod is a parent, in faith toward God and faithfulness toward his or her children, undertaking the responsibility of careful, timely, measured, and controlled use of physical punishment to underscore the importance of obeying God, thus rescuing the child from continuing in his foolishness until death.” (Shepherding a Child’s Heart, p. 104)

“Fearing God and acquiring wisdom come through the instrumentality of the rod…The spanking renders the child compliant and ready to receive life-giving words.”

2. The rod is not metaphorical

· https://thecripplegate.com/is-the-rod-of-proverbs-literal-or-metaphorical

Proposed rod substitutions are numerous. You’ve probably heard of many. Hot sauce. Time outs. Warnings. Withholding cartoons. A flick. 

· Hermeneutically, there is no substantiation to a metaphorical interpretation of the rod. 

· Metaphors are clearly indicated in Scripture

John 10:7 So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.”

· Ultimately, administering the rod comes down to the sufficiency of Scripture and trusting our good God.

3. Context of the use of the rod

· The parent-child relationship

· In demonstrable love and tenderness

· Obedience to God: the parent administers the rod in an act of submission and obedience to God

Tedd Tripp: “The use of the rod is an act of faith. God has mandated its use. The parent obeys, not because he perfectly understands how it works, but because od has commanded it. The use of the rod is a profound expression of confidence in God’s wisdom and the excellence of his counsel.” (Shepherding a Child’s Heart, p. 105)

4. Until what age is the rod to be used?
· Scripture does not give a specific age. 

· However, general wisdom and tradition indicates:


4. The Goal and Benefits of Biblical Discipline in the Lives of Children

1. Discipline paves the way for learning and wisdom, which is essential for our children. All that is necessary to set a child up for a life of foolishness is nothing. Discipline is a critical, God-given means to deal with the curse of depravity and gift them with wisdom. All humanity needs to be taught the immense value of embracing discipline early on. 

Proverbs 12:1 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates reproof is stupid. 

Proverbs 13:1 A wise son accepts his father’s discipline, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke. 

Proverbs 15:5 A fool rejects his father’s discipline, but he who regards reproof is sensible. 

Proverbs 15:32 He who neglects discipline despises himself, but he who listens to reproof acquires understanding. 

Proverbs 19:20 Listen to counsel and accept discipline, that you may be wise the rest of your days. 

Proverbs 19:27 Cease listening, my son, to discipline, and you will stray from the words of knowledge. 

· God’s methods to subdue and control human depravity

1) Government (Rom. 13:1-6)

a. Responsible party: Governing authorities and citizens

2) Regeneration (Titus 3:5)

a. Responsible party: God

3) Sanctification (Phil. 2:12-13).

a. Responsible party: God and the regenerate individual 

4) The rod (Prov 20:30, 22:15, 29:15)

a. Responsible party: parents

General Promises: 

1. Discipline can purge and eradicate a measure of evil. 

Proverbs 20:30 Stripes that wound scour away evil, and strokes reach the innermost parts. 

2. Discipline is a means to diminish foolishness (innate and learned). 

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of discipline will remove it far from him. 

3. Discipline is a means to impart one of the greatest gifts in life: wisdom. 

Proverbs 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother. 

· The unmatched grace of the rod

· Human depravity is an absolute monstrous force. Every crime; every immorality; every act of violence—they all are fueled by human depravity.

· It must be controlled and subdued as much as possible.

· The rod is God’s prescribed means to help the child get his rebellious and self-willed nature under a measure of control at a young age. Parents have a short window to use the effective instrumentality of the rod.] 

5) Hell (Rev. 20:11-15, 21:4)

a. Responsible party: Christ

5. The Heart of Discipline: Love 

1. The love of God in discipline

Proverbs 3:11-12 My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD or loathe His reproof, for whom the LORD loves He reproves, even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights. 

Hebrews 12:5–7 “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” 7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 

2. Biblical discipline itself is loving

Proverbs 13:24 He who withholds his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him diligently. 

Proverbs 23:13 Do not hold back discipline from the child, although you strike him with the rod, he will not die. 

Proverbs 29:15-17 The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother. When the wicked increase, transgression increases; But the righteous will see their fall. Correct your son, and he will give you comfort; He will also delight your soul. 

6. Occasions for Discipline and Instruction 

· When to begin using the rod?

Todd Murray: “Begin as soon as they are old enough to disobey.” 

1. Disobedience 

i. Defined: failure to comply with a standard. 

ii. Unless a parent is requiring a child to sin, a child is required to obey his/her parent(s) (Eph. 6:1, Col. 3:20). God requires children to obey. Doing so fulfills their role as children. 

iii. Described: “Obedience is to be all the way, right away, with a happy heart.”

iv. Deliberate: disobedience may be intentional. 

v. Non-deliberate: disobedience may be accidental. 

2. Disrespect 

i. Defined: an attitude of contempt, disrepute. 

3. Deceit 

i. Defined: intentionally distorting or concealing the truth; a deliberate attempt to mislead. 

· The rod is not for childish immaturity, confusion, irrationality (e.g. pretending to be a mermaid swimming around the backyard, and accidentally knocking over a flower pot).

7. The Process of Discipline 

· Discipline should not be administered in anger.

1. Ask questions, to confirm and convince of the child’s disobedience

2. Gently explain the child’s act of disobedience

3. Confirm that the child understands how they have disobeyed God by disobeying dad and/or mom

· Recommend: tell the child that dad/mom have also needed the rod many times in their lives and that dad/mom are commanded by God to administer the rod.

4. Discipline

· We must train our children to receive the rod, not fight against it: 

Proverbs 13:1 A wise son accepts his father’s discipline, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke. 

· The idea of the rod is that memorable, unpleasant pain is associated with violating God’s order of authority.

· Not repeatedly in an occasion, but minimally for an offense. 

· Never out of rage, but in control. 

· The child’s backside seems to have been tailor-made by God for this means of grace. It is doubtful one can make a case that the rod should be used elsewhere.

· As soon as possible following disobedience

Ecclesiastes 8:11 Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil.

5. Pray with the child 

· Recommend: holding the child gently, thanking God for them; for help to obey; to trust in Jesus who forgives all our disobedience; etc.

6. Comfort the child.

· Recommend: telling the child that no act of disobedience will make you, as the parent, not love them anymore; that you are glad that they are your son/daughter; that you are happy that God gave them to you as a present.

· Speak the gospel similarly: for those who trust in Jesus for forgiveness of sin, no act of disobedience will make God, as our Father, love us less. Nor will it move him to boot us out of heaven.

7. Affirm the relationship

8. Forgive. Teach and practice biblical confession and forgiveness.

9. Restore

· Key principle: Biblical discipline involves teaching children to receive discipline. We must not only administer the rod but train them to willingly receive it. Receiving correction and discipline is essential to make it through life God’s way.

Proverbs 12:1 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates reproof is stupid.
Proverbs 15:5 A fool despises his father’s instruction, but whoever heeds reproof is prudent. 
Proverbs 15:12 A scoffer does not like to be reproved; he will not go to the wise.
Proverbs 15:31–32 He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof Will dwell among the wise. 32 He who neglects discipline despises himself, But he who listens to reproof acquires understanding. 

· Using the hand? Other instrument?

[Sometimes parents instruct that a spanking should never be with the hand because we do not want the instrument of discipline as love. The child will become confused and damaged, it is said]

Dan Phillips: “The phobia of confusing a child in this way is not biblically warranted. It is not the child who sees love and discipline as coming from the same source who is crippled for life. Rather, that child is crippled who sees love and discipline as being mutually exclusive. Such a child is unprepared for God’s kind of love. The first time God brings painful discipline to bear, this person will conclude that God does not love him.” (God’s Wisdom in Proverbs, 275)

Recommend: a regular instrument which can inflict the memorable experience.

8. The Gospel in Discipline 

· Moments of discipline are sacred, God-given episodes to minister the gospel of Jesus Christ to our children. We are only given so many of these opportunities. We must be faithful stewards of them.

1. God is holy. He requires perfection (Matt. 5:48).
2. Man is sinful, including dad and mom. Our need is as great as our kids (Rom 3:23). 
3. Christ obeyed perfectly. He never needed discipline (John 8:29, Heb 4:14-16).
4. In loving submission to the Father and love for his church, Christ willingly took our ultimate discipline in substituting himself on the cross. He appeased the wrath of God (1 John 4:10). 
5. When we repent and trust in Christ, we are justified (instantaneously declared in permanent right standing with God). We will not be condemned (Rom. 5:1, 8:1). 
6. God deals with us from then on as his greatly beloved children, never to be disowned from his family (Rom. 8:32, 38-39, Heb. 12:6). 



9. Giving Mercy and the Use of the Rod

· Are there occasions when we should refrain from administering the rod though disobedience has occurred? Give grace or mercy to our kids?

a. Parents are commanded to use the rod, rather than withhold it.

Proverbs 23:13–14 Do not hold back discipline from the child, although you strike him with the rod, he will not die. You shall strike him with the rod and rescue his soul from Sheol. 

· Why might Solomon encourage us by saying, “…he will not die”

b. “Giving grace”?

Using the rod biblically is a means of God-given grace. Generally, a “means of grace” refers to a practice commanded by God whereby people gain God’s wisdom and/or gain God’s likeness (i.e. sanctification).

Though not imparting regeneration, the rod imparts God’s wisdom to the child. Thus, the rod is a means of grace that is not to be withheld from the child who greatly needs God’s wisdom.

Proverbs 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom

c. Mercy can be administered infrequently. 

· Mercy means withholding deserved punishment. 

· Since we are commanded to not withhold the rod, mercy must not be the predominant pattern. 

Proverbs 13:24 He who withholds his rod hates his son, But he who loves him disciplines him diligently. 

· Mercy should be infrequent; in significant minority.

· Mercy ought to be well-explained when implemented, pointing towards the gospel, ensuring that the child understands what is happening (e.g. “I am giving you mercy. Do you remember what mercy means? And what is the greatest mercy which we need from God? Jesus took the great discipline we deserved from God so that if we repent, we don’t get the punishment of eternity in hell. I am giving you a mercy that is much, much smaller than that, but I want you to learn something of God’s great mercy through Jesus.”)

· We can begin to use "mercy" out of fear of our child, laziness of enacting the rod, worshiping our children liking us, etc. 

d. If a child is not in a good pattern of obedience in a particular area, mercy ought to be reconsidered. 

Scenarios: 

1) “The nuclear meltdown”





2) “The tireless duel”





3) “Dad’s not home & mom doesn’t have 4 hands”





CONCLUSION: 

Don Green: "Parents of young children:  I encourage you to take a long-term view of parenting, especially when you're fatigued from dealing with the same discipline issues day after day and discouraged by the absence of visible signs of progress. Your ultimate goal in parenting is not so much external conformity when a child is two, but to hold a position of loving influence when he/she is making life-shaping decisions at 20. You attain that future position of enduring strength in part through perseverance in the present times of passing weakness. Love your child enough not to surrender to their stubborn and foolish self-will, even though it's a battle you only win prayerfully by God’s grace over time. Consistent, patient correction, not explosive severity, is your key to victory."
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