


Entrust                 Biblical Ethics   Part 1                May 6, 2021



Introduction 



· Simply stated, ethics is the moral principles that control or influence a person’s thinking and behavior. 

· Biblically, Christian ethics endeavors to heed Colossians 1:9–10

9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God

· A biblical approach to ethics presupposes: 

1. The 66 books of Scripture are the product of verbal plenary inspiration (inspired equally in all parts), and therefore inerrant and authoritative.

2. Scripture is, therefore, sufficient (it is the absolute authority on all matters to which it speaks). The implication of an inspired text is an errant text, is a sufficient text.

3. To be “Bible Believing” requires adherence to the sufficiency of Scripture. To adhere to Scripture’s sufficiency requires we come under the implications of texts upon cultural-ethical issues.

4. A correct understanding of Scripture ascertained through the grammatical-historical hermeneutic is essential to understanding biblical ethics. 

5. The Person and finished work of Christ alone is what reconciles sinners to God. Profession of a biblical view of ethics does not reconcile us to God

· Therefore, a definition of Christian ethics: 

A study that answers the question, “What does the whole Bible teach us about which acts, attitudes, and personal character traits receive God’s approval, and which do not?”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  From the John Frame, The Doctrine of the Christian Life, and, Wayne Grudem, Christian Ethics.] 


· Our culture’s ethical understanding is characterized by:

· Change
· Relativity / subjectivity
· Popular opinion
· Confusion 
· Darkness / evil

· Biblical ethics will be: 

· Unchanging
· Absolute / objective
· Fixed by God’s word
· Biblically clear
· Good and holy

· As we look at a few ethical issues, our hope and prayer is that of Psalm 119:165 

Those who love Your law have great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble. 


1. A Brief Theology on Death and Dying

a. Aging and death are the consequences of sin

Genesis 2:17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.

Genesis 3:17–19 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life. 18 “Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field; 19 By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.” 

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned

1 Corinthians 15:21–22 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 

Death entered upon man’s rebellion. Aging, and every single battle related thereto is simply the process of death.

b. Aging and death are the final outcome of living in a fallen world

Christ bore every ounce of wrath due the elect for their sin. Thus, there is no condemnation. 

Romans 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

1 Peter 2:24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 

However, Christians must still experience sin’s curse of death due to living in a fallen world with fallen bodies.

Aging and every single associated difficulty is a reminder of 
	
· Sin’s damage

· The great consequences of sin

· The need for a new, resurrected by faith in Jesus Christ

Notwithstanding the fact that aging unto death is a product of the curse, God’s people are commanded to show respect to the elderly. 

Leviticus 19:32 You shall rise up before the grayheaded and honor the aged, and you shall revere your God; I am the LORD. 

Proverbs 20:29 The glory of young men is their strength, and the honor of old men is their gray hair. 


c. God uses death to achieve our glorification

Glorification is the completion of our sanctification.

Romans 8:29–30  For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 

Death brings to culmination our union with Christ (faith becomes sight)

d. Obedience to God takes priority over preserving our lives

Matthew 16:24–26 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 25 “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Luke 12:4–5 “I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no more that they can do. 5 But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!”

e. Knowing prior to death that we will die is a mercy of God

We all know that everyone, including ourselves, will die. 

We have a large “heads up” in order to prepare ourselves by repenting of our sins and putting saving faith in Christ. 

2 Corinthians 6:2 Today is the day of salvation

Knowledge of our coming death is a grace to move us to put faith in Christ, live for eternal things, and experience sanctification (cf. Phil 1:21, 2 Tim 4:7-8).

2. End of Life 

· Because God’s people value life, including their own, there are ethical issues to consider when it comes to the end of lie (insofar as we know when that is)
 
a. Equip the sick and dying

One important ministry to dying people is keeping them informed of what will happen as they die. The family needs to make certain this done. The dying person and the family should know what will happen in the body as death occurs …. A terminal illness is the beginning of the transition to Heaven. Help the counselee to think about what it will be like …God wants [them] to not only live with eternity in view (2 Cor 4:18), but also to die, with eternity in view (2 Cor 5:8; Phil 1:23).[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Robert D. Smith, The Christian Counselor’s Medical Desk Reference (Stanley, NC: Timeless Texts, 2000), 61.
] 

 
b. Provide careful biblical counsel

Though cases of death with dignity are very difficult, there are some general suggestions to consider: 

· if a person is terminally ill (even hooked up to a machine), but according to the best medical opinion would not die within hours or even days, the obligation to preserve life takes precedence. 

· This does not obligate the use of means whose benefit to the patient is dubious. 

· It does mandate not leaving the person to die without any care and not deliberately killing him. 

· On the other hand, if the patient is terminal, and according to the best medical judgment will die within hours regardless of what is done, attempts to maintain life at all costs seem equivalent to refusing to accept the fact that it is that person’s time to die. 

· In those cases, allowing the person to die is morally acceptable.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:   John S. Feinberg and Paul D. Feinberg, Ethics for a Brave New World (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1993), 125.
] 


Excursus: “DNR” (Do Not Resuscitate) 

**Disclaimer: with the fast advancement of medical technology, these issues will likely change rapidly. 

c. Definitions[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://medlineplus.gov/ency/patientinstructions/000473.htm] 


A do-not-resuscitate order, or DNR order, is a medical order written by a doctor. It instructs health care providers not to do cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) if a patient's breathing stops or if the patient's heart stops beating.

What is involved in a DNR?

Ideally, a DNR order is created, or set up, before an emergency occurs. A DNR order allows you to choose whether or not you want CPR in an emergency. It is specific about CPR. It does not have instructions for other treatments, such as pain medicine, other medicines, or nutrition.

The doctor writes the order only after talking about it with the patient (if possible), the proxy, or the patient's family.

What is Resuscitation?

CPR is the treatment you receive when your blood flow or breathing stops. It may involve:

· Simple efforts such as mouth-to-mouth breathing and pressing on the chest
· Electric shock to restart the heart
· Breathing tubes to open the airway
· Medicines

Making the Decision

If you are near the end of your life or you have an illness that will not improve, you can choose whether you want CPR to be done.

· If you do want to receive CPR, you do not have to do anything.
· If you do not want CPR, talk with your doctor about a DNR order.

These can be hard choices for you and those who are close to you. There is no hard and fast rule about what you may choose.
It is recommended to learn more about any medical conditions and what to expect in the future, and ask your doctor about the pros and cons of CPR.

If you have a DNR order, you always have the right to change your mind and request CPR.

d. Walking through these difficulties
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