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Entrust        Excuses to Discipleship and an Assignment            4/1/21

Review:

Part 1 - Introduction
1. Every Christian’s Command (Matthew 28:18-20)

2. The New Birth and Discipleship (John 3:3-8)

3. The Furthering of Disciple-making (Ephesians 4:11-16)
Part 2 – The Discipleship Process

	*Flow chart of growth

Part 3 – Head, Heart, Hands, Home

Part 4 – Essential Traits of a Faithful Discipler

Part 5 - Excuses to Discipleship and an Assignment


Excuses We Often Make for Why We Don’t Make Disciples 
1. Fear of man
a. Fear that speaking truth will alienate you and people won’t like you. 



b. You may make them uncomfortable by confronting sin or encouraging them to press on in a particular area of their life.  



c. Eph 4:15-16, “but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, that is Christ,16 from whom the whole body, being joined and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the properly measured working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.”


d. 2 Cor 5:11, “So then, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we have been made manifest to God; and I hope that we have been made manifest also in your consciences.”

e. Prov 29:25, “Trembling before man brings a snare, But he who trusts in Yahweh will be set securely on high.”

2. Someone else can disciple them
a. It’s the job of pastors and elders to do this. 
i. Eph 4:11-12, “And He Himself gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ,”

b. I am not a GC leader or elder. 

c. It's just too much for me. 

i. 2 Cor 2: 15-16, “For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing;16 to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. And who is sufficient for these things?”



ii. Col 1:28-29, “Him we proclaim, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.29 For this purpose I also labor, striving according to His working, which He works in me in power.”

3. Don’t know how 
a. Two ways we can remedy this. 
i. Getting equipped 




ii. Actually do it.






4. Who am I to confront? I still sin and struggle. 
a. Rom 15:14, “But I myself am also convinced about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, having been filled with all knowledge and being able also to admonish one another.”






b. Gal 6:1, “ Brothers, even if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, each of you looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.”




5. I haven’t been saved very long/Lack of assurance of your own salvation
a. Matt 28:19:20, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,20 teaching them to keep all that I commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”


6. I don’t have time
a. Young kids – 

b. Busy job - 

c. Col 4:2-5, “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving;3 praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been bound,4 that I may make it manifest in the way I ought to speak.5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, redeeming the time.”




d. Praying for our use of time. Asking God to help us. Again, “not having time” isn’t an excuse for disobedience. If God has commanded it, he will give us the grace to obey. 



e. Any maybe you only have time to disciple your wife and kids. How are they actually being discipled by you? 

f. Eph 5:25-27, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she would be holy and blameless.”

g. Eph 6:4, “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”

 
7. It doesn’t need to be formal 
a. Since it doesn't need to be “formal” we can tend too make the excuse of not being intentional in our conversations with people. 


b. We can say that we are discipling somebody but we actually never meet with them or have personal intentional conversations with them about scripture or about what they're learning or how they're growing. 


c. 1 Thess 5:14, “And we urge you, brothers, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.” In order to know if somebody needs to be admonished, encouraged, or helped, we need to be thinking about and praying about how to help the person we are disciple in. 


8. Thinking of yourself too highly so that you don’t consider others as important enough to pour out.
a. Phil 2:3-4, “doing nothing from selfish ambition or vain glory, but with humility of mind regarding one another as more important than yourselves,4 not merely looking out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.”








b. 1 Peter 4:10-11, “As each one has received a gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God⁠—11 whoever speaks, as one speaking the oracles of God; whoever serves, as one serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and might forever and ever. Amen.”




9. Trying to save the lost so I am trying to be a friend to the lost. Being friends with the world but never confronting them in their sin, not living holy before them.

a. James 4:4, ‘You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the world sets himself as an enemy of God.”









b. Heb 12:1, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight and the sin which so easily entangles us, let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,”


10. I don't want to play the Holy Spirit in their life. 
a. It's not my job to judge them and point out areas where they may need to grow. 

b. Gal 6:1-2, “Brothers, even if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, each of you looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”




c. The Holy Spirit uses means to help people grow. He uses the word of God. And he often uses the words spoken through one another to cause us to see our sin and to grow. The scripture is pretty clear that we are to confront each other into disciple each other. 


Some Ways for Us to Apply These Truths 

1. We have a great opportunity tomorrow and on Sunday to invite people to the Good Friday and resurrection services. This is often a slow pitch for evangelism. Let's all plan to invite two people to either the Good Friday or the Easter service. 

2. Set a time to get together with another guy from Cornerstone to 1) share what the Lord is teaching you, how you are seeing your sin, 2) ask them where they see they need to grow, 3) gently give them an encouragement or admonishment to grow in an area you have seen they are not yet perfect. 

3. Meet with someone who you know needs a gentle admonishment to repent of a particular sin they keep holding on to. Do not merely point out their sin, but help them come up with a plan to repent. If you do not know how to do that, ask someone!

4. Meet your GC leader or one of the others to get more equipping on how to make disciples. 

5. Take our counseling class which is designed to help you intentionally make disciples. 

6. Ask someone who is more mature than you to disciple you. Take the things that you are learning from that time and find someone who is maybe less mature than you to disciple them with the things you are learning. Again if you're not sure who then ask you GC leader. 

7. Take notes on Sundays during the sermon. Later on during the week review the notes, find some ways to apply what you're learning, and meet with somebody to help them do the same thing. 

8. Read books on theology, the person and work of Christ, anything by the Puritans, counseling and discipleship, and summarize what you are learning with the people you're meeting with. 

9. Share with people on Sunday an at GC’s what you're learning and how you're growing. Ask them how they are being challenged to grow and repent of sin. Ask them what character qualities of Christ do they see they need to continue to grow in. 
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